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Honor abl e Secretary of Agriculture, Dom ngo
F. Pangani ban

Honor abl e Secretary of Health, Francisco
Duque

Honor abl e Governors

Friends and partners fromthe DOH and DA,

Di sti ngui shed friends and col | eagues,
Ladi es and Gentl enen,

Magandang Hapon! (Good afternoon)

It is an honor to be here to participate in
today’s forumto di scuss such an inportant
topic - Avian Influenza and Pandem c
Preparedness - to revisit the issues, and
to work closely with the Philippine
governnent in taking the proper next steps
t owards protecting the provinces,

muni ci palities, barangays, and nost



I nportantly, the famlies of the

Phi i ppi nes.

The U. S. Agency for International

Devel opnent (USAID) and the U S. Departnents
of State, Health and Human Services (HHS),
and Agriculture (USDA), along with other
departnents and agenci es across the federal
governnent, are coordinating international
response neasures on behalf of the Anerican
people. The United States al so col | aborates
closely with 88 foreign governnents and

I nternational organizations, including the
Wrld Health Organization, the United
Nat i ons Food and Agriculture O gani zati on,
the World Organi zation for Aninmal Health on

gl obal preparedness.

The Philippines remains fortunate to uphol d
the “bird-flu free status”. However, the

country can not be conplacent at this



pi votal nonent and shoul d al ways be
prepared. In the past five nonths, USAID
Phi |'i ppi nes has worked in conjunction with
t he Departnent of Health and the Depart nent
of Agriculture/Bureau of Animal |ndustry in
four key areas of Avian Influenza

Pr epar edness Pl anni ng:

1. Mass communi cation and educati on
canpaigns in 97 LGJs

2. Pandem c Preparedness Pl anni ng
wor kshops with the critical LGUs

3. Piloting of Early Warni ng Systens at
the community level in select areas,
and

4. Leveraging Public-Private resources at

t he national | evel

Wthin these areas, USAID has pl aced
enphasi s on providing technical assistance

to the 20 critical areas as defined by the



GRP that take into consideration mgratory
bird fly-way zones. Gven that, USAI DI

Phi |'i ppi nes, together with other donors, has
al so placed an increasing focus on the

provi nces in M ndanao and the ARMM taking

I nto consideration the proximty to

| ndonesi a and Mal aysi a which are both H5N1
endem c countries that are hone to
flourishing trade routes wth sonetines

unr egul ated trade.

Now t hat the LGUs have had the opportunity
to fornulate their preparedness pl ans,
taking into consideration their unique
situations, we welcone the opportunity to
chanpi on these efforts and provide the
appropriate support to put these plans into

practi ce.

Finally, | would like to congratulate the

DA/ BAl and the DOH for organizing this forum



to recognize the threat of Avian |Influenza
at the national and | ocal |evel and ensure
the country remains “bird-flu free” and well
prepared. W are honored and proud to have
assisted the GRP in realizing these

achi evenents.

Mar am ng sal amat po (Thank you)



